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Study Committee 
“Passions” Flare 


By all accounts the most recent meeting of the Committee 
to Study Homosexuality was anything but dispassionate as 
committee members vocalized their differences of opinion 
and their dissatisfaction with the committee’s process. 

Bill Kent, the only openly gay man on the committee 
stated: “I have felt like an outsider from the beginning. This 
is a political process and my viewpoint is going to lose.” 

Likewise, Dr. James Holsinger, an admitted conservative 
on the committee, complained that individuals disagreeing 
with the (liberal) majority have been “marginalized” and 
“forced to defend ourselves against all comers.” 

Tex Sample, a professor at St. Paul School of Theology in 
Kansas City voiced his belief that there was absence of 
“consensus in either bio-social or theological disciplines that 
would support language currently in our Book of Discipline.” 
This wascountered by David Seamand,a professor at Asbury 
Theological Seminary, who stated that evangelicals believe 
that there are “eternal truths” and that “the prohibition of 
homosexual practice is explicitly reiterated in the New Tes- 
tament.” 

The Study Committee is now in the process of gathering 
testimony from “experts” in theology, ethics, and the sci- 
encesas well as attempting to give opportunities (“listening- 
posts”) for United Methodists at the grassroots-level to share 
their experiences. These “listening-posts” have already been 
held inthe Northeasternand North Central Jurisdictions and 
are scheduled to take place in the Western and South Central 
Jurisdictions in September or October. Those interested in 
testifying or getting more information about the listening- 


posts should contact Judy Rife, Listening Post Coordinator 
for the GCOM =z 


The Study Committee will begin drafting their report in 
November. The committee has yet to determine what shape 
this report will take, the scope that it should cover (i.e. 
changing the language of the Social Principles), and the pro- 
cess by whichit will be developed. Once the reportisdrafted, 
it will be sent on to the General Council of Ministries for their 


action and then presented to the General Conference of 1992 
in Louisville, Kentucky. 


To Everything There 
Is A Season 


Come out, come out ... wherever you are! At the 
Fall 1990 National Meeting in Washington, D.C. par- 
ticipants will explore the theme, “To Everything A 
Season...Time to Grow.” This text taken from the 
biblical book of Ecclesiastes will emphasize the 
abundance of memories and seasons that have char- 
acterized Affirmation since its inception fifteen years 
ago. Participants will be encouraged to share their 
stories and journeys in a number of creative ways. 

The facilitators for the weekend will be Eunace and 
Sherwood Shankland of the Washington, DCarea. Eunace 
and Sherwood bring a variety of experiences and gifts to 
us. For a number of years they were affiliated with an 
interreligious and ecumenical institute that provided con- 
crete skills and training in the context of spiritual and 
human development in a variety of countries around the 
world. Eunace and Sherwood have worked extensively in 
Indonesia and the Philipines as part of the institute. More 
than this Eunace and Sherwood bring particular skills and 
interests in group, helping to clarify human values in 
corporate relations and a strong commitment to being in 
community with others. 

Other highlights of the weekend will include lots of 
singing and community-building, a “love-feast” during 
th closing time on Sunday morning, and participating in 
the anniversary service of Christ United Methodist’s de- 
cision to be a reconciling congregation. 

The preacher at the anniversary service will be the 
Reverend Jimmy Creech. Jimmy recently received the Ball 
Award from United Methodists for Social Action (MFSA) 
for his ministry with and to lesbians and gay menin North 
Carolina. This ministry eventually entailed his being 
moved from his urban congregation and his consequent 
appointment to several rural churches. When these 
churches refused to receive him, Jimmy took a leave of 
absence from appointment. He is currently using the time 
to write about his experience in ministry with the gay 
community and to discern the direction in which God is 
leading him. 
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Happenings 
in the Church 


(taken from denominational news releases) 


e Dumbarton UMC, a reconciling congregation in Washington, 
DC, celebrated the Holy Union of two female members of the 
congregation in May. An article in the Washington Post led to 
a confrontation with Bishop Joseph Yeakel of the Baltimore 
Conference and the denial of the use of thechurch building. The 
holy union was celebrated at a Presbyterian church. 


e Clergypersons of the Western Pennsylvania Conference meet- 


ing in executive session passed a statement which further 
defines “self-avowed, practicing homosexuals” as those who 
“verbally acknowledge themselves... to be emotionally, men- 
tally spiritually or physically practicing as a homosexual.” 


e Delegates in at least ten annual conferences considered resolu- 
tions dealing with reconciling congregations or conference. 
Oregon-Idaho and E. Pennsylvania instituted studies of alter- 
natives of ministries to gay and lesbian people. Baltimore, 
Minnesota, and North Central New York voted specifically to 
study the reconciling conference issue, but Wisconsin tabled a 
motion to study the same issue. Wyoming Conference (upper 
New York state) reversed its status as a reconciling conference 
by a narrow vote. Iowa delegates voted to be “in ministry with 
persons regardless of their sexual orientation.” 


¢ In other denominations - The Conference Commission on 
Human Sexuality of the British Methodist Church recom- 
mended in May that a person’s sexual orientation should not in 
itself be a bar to ordination. Judgement of each candidate 
should be left to the discretion of individual committees. In 
other matters, the Commission was prevented from offering 
recommendations regarding lifestyle or Church discipline by 
the presence of a variety of differing views among its members. 


e Bishop Spong and Rev. Robert Williams, an openly gay Episcopal 
priest ordained by Spong last year, are still at odds over “dispar- 
aging remarks” Williams made about celibacy and monogamy. 
Bishop Spong has requested that Father Williams not function as 
a priest nor speak publicly. Spong himself may face censure at the 
upcoming meeting of Episcopal House of Bishops. 


° Rabbisofthe Reformed tradition voted overwhelmingly earlier 
this summer to allow openly gay men and women to serve as 
rabbis. It is the first major Jewish tradition to do so. 


e Two congregations in San Francisco have been suspended for 
a period of five years by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America. Thechurches “illegally” ordained anopenly gay man 
_and two lesbians earlier | in the vear. 


Affirmation Archives Still 
Awaiting Submissions 


The last issue of the Affirmation Newsletter reported that an 
Affirmation Archives has been established at the Church His- 
tory Center at Drew University. Tim T. is still accepting 
donations of any historical memorabilia vou mav wish to 
contribute. Potential donors should call 
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Lifeline: 
News from Local Groups 


e Oregon-Idaho attended their annual conference in May to sup- 
port the reconciling conference legislation. A new study guide 
forchurches to study becoming a reconciling congregation was 
given to each church in the conference. 

e Mid-Atlantic Bible Studv has completed its study of Bishop 
Spong’s Living In Sin. The Mid-Atlantic also participated once 
again in the Washington D.C. Lesbian/Gay Pride Parade in 
June. 

¢ Seattle Affirmation recently finished a study of John McNeil’s 
Taking A Chance on God. They are also planning a Labor Day 
Weekend Campout. Thev recently spent time discussing the 
future direction of the group. 

¢ Richmond participated in an annual picnic with Dignity and 
Integrity. They also held a program on the Book of Discipline 
and are holding another program called “Gay/Lesbian Win, 
Lose or Draw.” 

e Dallas Affirmation viewed the documentary film, “Pink Tri- 
angle” dealing with ways to cope with prejudice and peer 
pressure. They also toured the Dallas Zoo and attended a 
religious “Service under the Stars” sponsored by MCC Dallas. 

e Although the San Francisco group has been dormant for a little 
while, an ecumenical group in the city will be sponsoring a 
program in late September that features Carter Heyward, an 
Episcopal priest and lesbian/ feminist theologian. 


Anything newsworthy in vour neck of the woods? Be sure to 
send your newsletter to the Affirmation PO Box in Chicago. 


Bylaws Notice 


This serves as official notification that Affirmation may be deal- 
ing with possible changes in the bylaws at the next nationa] 
meeting. Please come prepared to discuss those changes. 


Newsletter Deadlines fe. 1 1990-91 | 


Submission ae Publication ie 

Deadline : Deadline - 
WINTER Nov, 1, 1990 _ Nov. 22, 1990 : 
SPRING Feb. 22, 1991 March 15, 1991 
SUMMER May 3, 1991 May 24, 1991 
FALL August 1, 1991 August 24, 1991 


The Affirmation Newsletter is published quarterly by 
Affirmation: United Methodists for Lesbian and Gay 
Concerns. All submissions and letters of eaery should 
be addressed to: 


Affirmation Newsletter 
PO Box 1021 
Evanston, IL, 60204 
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Voices From the Turquoise Path* 


Excerpt from AIDS: The Spiritual Dilemma by John Fortunata, 
Harper and Row, 1987. 


Those of us who are gay or lesbian face a special dilemma and 
opportunity in the course of our spiritual journeys. For the most 
part, we who are gay - especially if we are candid about our 
sexuality - are excluded from the societal myth... The power 
structure, the sanctions, and the ego-pacifying outlets that are 
afforded most people are denied us... We are, if you will, exiled, 
forced to the outskirts of the great mythic promised land society 
has to offer. 

The alternative to trying to force our way back into the myth 
isto embrace our exile. Not passively. Not with resignation. But 
with vigor and passion. Drinking deeply from the cup we have 
been passed as an oppressed people, seeing it as an opportunity 
both for profound spiritual deepening and for being empowered 
to do some very holy work in an especially potent way. 

And what is that work? Oh, just to love. And in our case, 
frequently enough, to love anyway. To give when nobody wants 
your gifts. To be present when many would like us to go away. 


Book Review: 
Living with AIDS: One Christian’s Struggle 
(C.S.S. Publishing Company, 1990) 


...And then AIDS wrought its indelible changes on my life. AIDS did not 
just change my life, it transormed sry life. From an early age I have 
wanted to write. My first faltering attempts at the age of twenty were not 
met with great applause. Now lam writing daily - and people are actually 
reading what I write. ...Some of the most brilliant and compassionate 
people in the world are those who are involved with AIDS and other social 
issues. Now I can count some of them as my friends. And being officially 
disabled ,and not required to be on the job Monday through Friday, I have 
the time to dedicate myself to work that is truly important. Iam no longer 
just a volunteer. 


Ten years into the AIDS epidemic and counting. What is 
sometimes lost in the continuing social and political upheavals 
brought about by this epidemic are the opportunities to hear from 
those most directly affected by the virus. Living With AIDS is just 
such an opportunity. 

By hisownadmission, Terry Boyd was nota professional writer 
or an “activist” prior to his diagnosis as a person with AIDS. 
Neither does he write from New York City or San Francisco or Los 
Angeles or any of the cities most often associated with the epi- 
demic. Terry Boyd, a United Methodist layperson from St. Louis, 
Missouri was simply a person with AIDS who sought to bring his 
faith to bear on his deteriorating health and on the eventuality of 
his own death. The product of that struggle is Living With AIDS, 
a remarkably sane and sober book about living and dying with 
AIDS. 

As Cathie Lyons, a staff-member of the General Board of Global 
Ministries notes in the introduction, this book marks a “spiritual 
journey, the milestones along the way, the importance of prayer, 
his ability to rely on God and experience God’s presence,” and it is 
all ofthis. But it is also a very practical and sober look at the daily 
realities facing a person with AIDS. 

Terry relates stories of bigotry and frustration, humiliation and 
painas hereluctantly comes toterms with hisillness. Heallowsthe 


To speak our pain when most people would rather ignore it. We 
are called to be. To be fully who we are. In the moment. In the 
world. That is loving... 

If the lives of our Jewish forebears, or of Jesus, the Christ, or 
of so many of the holy men and women we meet in history or on 
the street who have suffered for justice’s sake are any indication, 
loving in the face of oppression is a show-stopper. Doing justice 
with all your guts when what the world has for you mostly is 
contempt speaks God’s love very potently. It also confuses the 
hell out of people. But of greatest importance, it seems to renew 
the face of the earth. 

I believe this is the mission to which we are called, we who are 
gay men and lesbian women committed to affirming our sexual- 
spiritual wholeness. But it will take striking our spiritual roots 
very deep. Deep into the moment. Deep into the cosmos. Deep 
into the bosom of God. 


* According to Native American lore the Turquoise Path is a 
place for dreams and visions—to be embraced by and to 
embrace the Holy in our lives. 


reader to understand what it is like to be suddenly faced with 
astronomical medical bills and at the same time to be reduced to 
living on a subsistence income. Living With AIDS does not ro- 
manticize the author’s experience nor use spirituality as a form of 
denial or escape. Itis a book about practical realities and authentic 
faith. 

Any criticism of the book might focus on the lack of a more up- 
front treatment of the author's sexual orientation or his relation- 
ship with his lover. Eventhis may be understandable as part of the 
editing that was necessary to get the manuscript published. United 
Methodist Publishing House turned it down - most likely because 
of the subject matter. It was finally published through an indepen- 
dent publisher and brought to Terry only a short time before he 
died. 

Living With AIDS is not a book of sweeping prose or complex 
theological formulations. Inthe best sense of the phrase, it isa book 
written from the heart and offers a precious invitation to experi- 
ence the “soul’s embrace” and to hear one man’s witness to “the 
love that flows between two spirits like water in a stream.” 


Local Groups To Be Chartered 


During the Fall 1990 National Meeting, a special ceremony will 
be held to affiliate local Affirmation groups and to formalize 
their connection with National Affirmation. All currently exist- 
ing local groups will be automatically affiliated with National 
Affirmation for a grace period of one year. After this period, 
each local group must meet the requirements stipulated in the 
new Affirmation bvlaws. 

Affiliation with National Affirmation entitles local groups to 
the following: 


° Official recognition by National Affirmation 

e Use of the Affirmation logo and not-for-profit status (where 
not prohibited by state law) 

e Access to National Affirmation’s regional and national net- 
works 

e participation as a local group in the nomination process for 
regional representatives. 
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Speaking/Out: 


In the time that I have been involved with National 
Affirmation, we have prided ourselves on being a family. 
This has been a powerful statement about how we relate 
to one another and who we are collectively, but if this 
description is to remain meaningful for us in the foresee- 
able future, it is time to acknowledge openly that we area 
“family” incrisis and transition. For better or for worse, we 
are at a critical juncture in our communal life together... 

For many of us, part of the cost of living as lesbians, 
bisexuals and gay men was a deliberate separation from 
our biological families. Sometimes this separation was a 
matter of choice, but just as often we were declared persona 
non grata. We became the long-lost aunt, the prodigal 
child, the awkward moment at family gatherings. Our 
choices to be healthy and whole gay people meant that we 
were no longer always welcomed in our biological fami- 
lies. This was part of “the price of the ticket” as James 
Baldwin always used to say. It was the sacrifice made for 
integrity and self-respect. 

[t is in the context of the loss of our biological families 
that Affirmation became “family” for so many of us. 
Much of what we have accomplished as an organization 
was empowered by our freely choosing to be in commu- 
nity together. Not a few of us came to our first national 
meeting of Affirmation deeply wounded and fearful of 
what we might find. It was through Affirmation that we 
were finally able to tell the painful stories of our journeys 
and to have our gifts and graces as gay people fully 
affirmed and cherished. At its best, this has been what 
Affirmation has accomplished - not the transformation of 
the institutional church but the shaping of a community 
where people are healed and empowered. 

it has not always been easy to bea family. Families are 
notoriously difficult to emulate as organizational models. 
The term itself can imply a relatively small and homog- 
enous group. In this vein, “outsiders” are only accepted 
gradually over a period of time, if they are accepted at all. 


Likewise families often have fairly high, unspoken expec- 
tations of their members and are frequently bound by 
intricate, unwritten codes ot “acceptable” conduct. 

Clearly if Affirmation emulated all the traits of a “fam- 
ilv” we would be nothing more than an inhospitable 
clique. The metaphor ot being a family must be counter- 
balanced by the vision ot living as a dynamic community 
where individuals and groups interact on many levels. 

But the crisis that Affirmation faces is not the danger of 
becoming a clique. The long-range plan and the new 
structure both affirm what I believe is a basic impulse in 
Affirmation i.e. to be a place of hospitality “for all those 
who seek justice and reconciliation within the Church.” 
Nor does the new structure itself pose a crisis for the 
organization. It may or may not prove helpful to us, but 
at its best it is only a tool to give concrete shape to a much 
deeper reality. 

The crisis we face 1s the loss of that quality which | 
believe has been at the heart of what we have called the 
“ Affirmation family.” Walter Bruggemann, an Old Testa- 
ment scholar, calls it “an inarticulate yearning and wish- 
fulness for community.” Put simply, it is the free and 
deliberate choice to be a family. 

In hindsight, it has never been the homophobia and 
oppression of the United Methodist Church or the larger 
society that has hcld us tcgether. Such experiences may 
have shaped our common journeys, but what kept us in 
community was our commitment to each other and our 
determination to embrace a new reality in our midst. 

Family and community are never attained without 
cost. We must once again make a deliberate choice to bea 
family together. It requires a renewal of commitment and 
the opening of our hearts and minds to the possibilities to 
which God is still leading us. For us, both individually and 
collectively, it is the price of the ticket, and each of us must 
decide whether it is a price we are willing to pay. 

— Randy Miller 


Regional Representatives to Affirmation Council Elected 


Below are the results of the regional representative elections held 
from mid-April through fune of 1990. The newly-elected regional 
representatives begin a two-year term on the Affirmation Counal 
beginning at the Fall 1990 National Meeting. 


Northeastern 
Julie Morrissey - Baltimore Conference 
Anonymous Member 


Southeastern 
Robert Bryant - North Carolina Conference 


North Central 
Morris Floyd - Minnesota Conference 
fan Olson - Northern Hiinois Conference 
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South Central 

Jay McCarty ~ Missouri West Conference 
Mike Merrifield - North Texas Conference 
Sue Back - Southwestern Texas Conference 


Westerm 

Fritz Schultz - California-Nevada Conference 
Gloria Soliz - California-Nevada Conference 
Jim Scurlock - California~Nevada Conference 


Members-at-Large for the Affirmation Council will be elected at the 
FaH 1990 Nationai Meeting. Any nominations should be in to the 
nominating committee no later than Friday, September 14, 1990, 
Contact Annette Oliver EEE for more information. - 
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Changes for Affirmation 


The Fall 1990 National Meeting taking place in Washing- 
ton, DC, September 14 - 16, will mark a time of important 
changes for National Affirmation. Over the past several 
meetings Affirmation members have approved some major 
restructuring of the manner in which Affirmation busi- 
ness is conducted and in some key relationships. 

Since its inception, some fifteen years ago, the business 
of Affirmation has been conducted during the time of the 
national meeting and involved the consensus of all those 
present at the business session. A delegated Coordinating 
Committee carried out these decisions and took care of the 
administrative needs of the organization between the 
national meetings. Following the Fall 1990 National Meet- 
ing, all Affirmation business will be conducted by a twenty 
member Council which will report back to the membership 
on a regular basis. The Council is comprised of the 
regional representatives elected within each of the five 
jurisdictions and members-at-large elected by the general 
membership. 

The Reconciling Congregation Program (RCP) and its 
quarterly journal, Manna for the Journey (now called Open 
Hands) were first organized after the General Conference 
of 1984. Although the RCP program was developed and 


implemented under the auspices of National Affirmation, 
it quickly took on a life of its own — quadrupling the 
budget of Affirmation ina fairly short time. Following the 
Fall Meeting, the RCP /Open Hands Programs will formally 
seperate from National Affirmation to become an inde- 
pendent entity with its own governing board. Kim Smith 
of Bethany United Methodist Church in San Francisco will 
serve as chair of the RCP Board and Mark Bowman 
remains as the paid director of the programs. Affirmation 
members will be appointed to the RCP Board and the two 
organizations will maintain informal linkages and coop- 
erate on joint ventures. 

The third area of change for National Affirmation will 
be a more intentional linkage to local groups and more 
support for grass-roots and regional organizing. At the 
Fall Meeting each currently existing local group will be 
formally affiliated with the National Affirmation (see 
“Local Groups to be Chartered” this issue). This change 
marks a recognition that real, lasting change in the United 
Methodist Church will only come about as Affirmation 
members and fnends organize ona local level to challenge 
homophobia and to make their communities more just 
and hospitable places. 
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| | Affirmation Pledge Commitment | 
| I want to be part of Affirmation’s expanding ministry to and among gay men and lesbians. | 

| You can count on me for the following support: 1 

| | 

; =2 9500 4 $250 4 $100 4550 4$25 A$ (please specify) | 

| | 

| | You can expect my contribution: | 

| | 

: J annually 4 quarterly 4 monthly | 

| 

: Name | 

: Address | 

: Home Phone : 

| | 

| | 

| Return to: National Affirmation | 

| P.O. Box 1021, Evanston, IL 60204 | 
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